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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, LIST OF PROHIBITED PUBLICATIONS 

193.Hon BARBARA SCOTT to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Justice:   
(1) Will the minister advise whether a list of prohibited publications exists within the Department of 

Justice?   

(2) Will the minister provide a list of publications that are prohibited?   

(3) Can the minister advise whether any Western Australian prisoners have been found in possession of any 
prohibited publications in the past 24 months? 

(4) If so, how many prohibited publications have been found in Western Australian prisons, and what 
action does the minister intend to take?   

(5) What procedures does the prison service have for checking whether prisoners have possession of 
prohibited publications?   

Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 
I apologise for my lack of preparation; I do have an answer.   

I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1) The Department of Justice utilises the Censorship Act 1996 to monitor “unrestricted”, “restricted” and 
“refused classification” publications.  Current policy on permitted and prohibited material states that all 
unrestricted publications can be purchased by prisoners through the prison canteen or accessed in prison 
libraries.  Prisoners do not have access to “restricted” or “refused classification” publications.   

(2) Not applicable.   

(3) Yes.  Prohibited publications have been found in the possession of prisoners in various prisons during 
the past 24 months.  On each occasion these publications have been confiscated and destroyed.  

(4) It is difficult to establish with accuracy the number of such incidents.  The current policy will continue 
to be applied.   

(5) Each prison has its own strategies and processes for the detection of prohibited publications.  Some 
methods of detection include searching and screening all property entering the prison, screening mail, 
conducting regular workshop and cell searches, screening material available for purchase through the 
prison canteen and intelligence sources identifying individuals in possession of prohibited publications.  

 


